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Purpose

Dogsteach children responsibility. Having to remember to feed, provide water and show
support foradog cangive childrenasense ofimportance and satisfactionthattheycan’'tgetfrom
schoolor otherchores. The relationshipthatdevelops canbe life changing forachildand agreat
support system as they themselves continue to grow and develop.

Dogs are non-judgemental. Children enjoy sitting and reading to a dog — they will always be
successful!

Dogs teach children patience. Dogs do not always do as they are told first time!

Dogsteach childrencompassion. Justlike humans, dogsfeelemotion and pain. They are proneto
injuries and the infirmities of age during their relatively short lives.

Dogsteachchildrenaboutsocialisation. Like mostofus, dogs are social animals who enjoy and
need attention and affection. By learning howto interact with adog, children can learn howto
better socialise with otherchildren. Ifthey canlearnthe social cuesofadog, theninteracting with
humans who can talk will be a walk in the park (pun intended).

Dogsarefun. Last, butcertainly notleast, dogsare alotoffun. Theygreetyouwithawagging
tail every day and can cheer you up even on your worst day.

Many people have studied dogs in attempts to decipher their behaviour, and the theories abound.
However, you justhave towitness the interactions between dogs and humanstorealise the
potential for greatness.

Dogs aid human wellbeing.

Introduction

Peggy has lived with Miss Gladstone since 2016 - sheisa Golden Retriever. She was rehomed
after being used for breeding. Peggy is very much afamily dog and hasthe righttemperamentto
work with a widerange of children and adults within the school environment. Peggy isavery
caringandwell behaveddog. She is very quiet in nature and is not boisterous or energetic.

Peggy is fully insured including public liability insurance and regularly visitsthe vetfor check-ups.
Whilst sheisthere, they administerwormandfleatreatmentsaswellas carry out an overall
health check. Peggy is also fully vaccinated up-to-date.



Guidelines to interaction with School Dogs

Under no circumstances will children have close interaction with the school dog unless the school
has permission fromparents/carers.

Oncepermissionhasbeengivennochildshallbeforcedintointeractionwiththe schooldogifthis
makes them feel unhappy in anyway.

Atalltimesinteractionwiththe schooldog mustbe controlled and safe for adults, childrenandthe
schooldog himself. Ifthefollowing guidelines are notfollowed interactionwith the school dog will
be cancelled.

Atalltimes of interaction there must be an authorised adult who takes the leading role when
interactingwiththe schooldog. Ifchildren, orvisiting adults, do notabide by the guidance given by
the authorised adult the interaction will be cancelled.

The following guidelines must be followed when interacting with the school dog. These guidelines
apply to all adults and children. (These are suggested guidelines)

Never enter the school dog’s area without an authorised adult

Ifthe doortothe school dog’s areais shutmake sure you knock and wait for the authorised
adultto let you in, never let yourself in on your own.

The school dog will remain on a lead at all times whilst moving around the setting
There must be an authorised adult present during all interaction

Always approach the school dog calmly (voice and movement)

Always approach the school dog slowly

Never run up to the school dog

To start interaction the back of a hand will be offered for the school dog to sniff

Keep noise levels low during interaction with the school dog

Allinteraction must remain calm with the authorised adult staying in control at all times
Only an authorised adult can move any of the school dog’s resources, including food and
treats

Visiting children and adults can only handle equipment if an authorising adult gives
permission

Whilstthe schooldogis newto the school novisiting adult or children will give himany
food/treats

There must not be any interaction with the school dog whilst he is eating
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- Afterallinteractionwiththe schooldog hands mustbe washedwithsoap andwater/hand
gel

As the school dog becomes more established there will be times when interaction will take place
outside. On these occasions the following guidelines apply in addition to the guidelines outlined
above.

- No children will ever be asked to pick up faeces

- Ifwalkingthe schooldog, anauthorisedadultmustbe presentatalltimes. Children may
holdthe schooldog’s leadiftheyare confidenttodo so. The authorisedadultremainsin
charge ofthessituation atalltimes andwilltake backthe schooldog’sleadif necessary.

The following risk assessments outline strategies and expectations regarding

- Interaction with pupils and staff

- Pupils and staff interaction with the school dog

- Health and hygiene

- Activities involving the school dog, including walking.



Area: Interaction with pupils and staff

Assessment Date: Feb 2022

Reason: To ensure the school dog interacts appropriately at all times

Review Date: March 2024

Step 1 Step 2 Step 3 Risk rating | Step 4 Step 5 Action and review
Identify the Who mightbe What areyou already doing?| Trivial/low/ | Is anything further | Action Responsible | Date
hazards harmed and how? medium/ needed? required person completed
High/stop
School dog Child or adult Peggy is regularly Low - Ensure that
biting a child could be hurt if handled by children at children and
or adult theschooldog home and has never adults do not
bites shown any signs of interact with
aggression. Her breed is the school dog
very placid. without
supervision
- Ensure that all
interactionwith
the schooldog
iscompletedin
the agreedway
Jumping If the school dog Peggy is not a Medium - Ensure that

up/scratching

becomes excited
there is a danger
thathe could jump
up and knock a
childoverorleave
a scratchmark

boisterous dog so
does not usually jump
up.

No interaction will be
made with anychildren
unless the school has

children and
adults do not
interact with
the school dog
without
supervision

- The school dog
will beenclosed
in a play pen




permission from
parents/guardians

when people
come to interact
with him or
under lead
control by an
authorised adult

Running loose Ifthe school dog The school dog is Low Monitor that
was to run loose always monitored by the equipment
he could hurt an adult used tocontain
children/adults or theschooldog
damage property isappropriate

and effective

Destruction of If allowed the Low Monitor that

materials school dog may The school dog will have the equipment
chew/destruct his own toysto play with used to contain
some school and normal school theschooldog

materials/resource

resources willbe
removed

iS appropriate
and effective




Area: Pupils and staff interaction with the school dog

Assessment Date: Feb 2022

Reason: Toensuretheschooldogiseffectivelysupportedtointeractappropriatelyatalltimes

Review Date: March 2024

Step 1 Step 2 Step 3 Risk rating | Step 4 Step 5 Action and review
Identify the Who might be Whatareyoualreadydoing?| Trivial/low/ | Is anything further Action Responsible | Date
hazards harmed and medium/ | needed? required person completed
how? High/stop
Incorrect/ - If a child/adult Agreed guidelines that Medium - If there are any
inconsistent interact with must be followed at all inconsistencies in
interaction theschooldog times when interacting approach with
with the in a negative with the school dog the school dog
school dog way, it may There cannotbe any the adult/child
feel interaction with the will have the
threatened. school dog without interaction
authorisation stopped
Peggy is very
placid and used to
lots of different
people handling
her.
Use of - Children and Alcohol gel will be Low - Reminders tothe
rewards/treats adults couldbe available to all adults (and childrentowash

harmed if the
school dog is
over excited
whenreceiving
areward/treat
- Children/adult

must clean
their hands
after handling

children with written
permission fromparents).
Treatswillonlybe givento
the school dog with
authorisation

Peggy is already trained
to receive treats very
gently

hands / use
alcohol gel after
handling treats
Treats to be shut
away to ensure
theycanonlybe
used after
authorisation




treats

Pupil/staff
knowledge of
interaction
with a

puppy/dog

If adults and
children have
limited
knowledge of
howto interact
correctly this
could result in
harm to the
school dog or
themselves

Regular assemblies
will be held at the
beginning to
introduce Peggy to
the children. She will
always be available
for parents to meet
should they want to.

Medium

Therewillbean
agreed format
for how to
interact withthe
school dog




Area: Health andhygiene

Assessment Date: Feb 2022

Reason: Toensurethat pupils, staffandtheschooldogtonothaveanincreasedriskofiliness asaresult

of the school dog being in school

Review Date: March 2024

Step 1 Step 2 Step 3 Risk rating | Step 4 Step 5 Action and review
Identify the Who might be Whatareyoualreadydoing?| Trivial/low/ | Is anything further Action Responsible | Date
hazards harmed and medium/ needed? required person completed
how? High/stop

Worms/fleas | - If the school - The school dog will be Low - Monitor that vet

dog is not treatedregularlyata visits happen

treated for local vets to ensure she promptly and

worms thereis is correctly treated for take actions

a danger that worms andfleas suggestedbythe

germs can be vet

transferredto

humans
Faeces - Ifachild/adult | - The adult taking the Low - Ifachild finds

come into dog outside for the faeces on the

contact with toilet will always carry school

the school dog bags and will field/playground

dog’s faeces dispose of it they will reportit

some germs responsibly. to anadult

could be - The school dog will only

transferred be walked under

supervision

- No child will be asked to
pickupthe dog’sfaeces,
this will always be
undertakenbythe adultin
supervision




Access to

No access to

No child will be allowed to

school dog’s the school enter the school dog’s
resources dog’s area without authorisation
treats/food
and eats some
they could
become unwell
Contact with If the school Theschooldogwillbeina | Trivial
food dog enters a contained area or on a
preparation food lead at all times around
areas preparation school
area thiscould She will never enter the
be unhygienic school kitchen
Cleaning If hands are Alladultsandchildrenwill | Low - Remind children
hands after not cleaned clean their hands after and adults to
interacting children/adults interaction with the cleantheirhands
with the couldbecome school dog
school dog unwell
Allergies - Ifachildis Children can only be in Medium
allergicto dogs contact with the school
they could dog once the school has
become unwell written permission from

parents/guardians
Ifachild hasanallergythe
schooldogwillnotcarry
outtasks nearthe child




Area: Activities involving the school dog, including walking

Assessment Date: Feb 2022

Reason: To ensure the school dog has a meaningful and safe impact on the school

Review Date: March 2024

community
Step 1 Step 2 Step 3 Risk rating | Step 4 Step 5 Action and review
Identify the Who might be Whatareyoualreadydoing?| Trivial/low/ | Is anything further Action Responsible | Date
hazards harmed and medium/ | needed? required person completed
how? High/stop

Walking the - Childrencould Iftheschooldogistaken Medium Careful
dog onand off be harmed off site normal risk consideration
site duringawalk assessed procedure will needs to be

offsite if they take place given to the

are not No children will take the amount of time

focussed lead when the school dog the school dog is

- Children might goes for a walk unless allowed to walk

be harmed if authorised to do so by around school

they do not accompanying adult during

interact No children will be play/lunchtimes

correctly when allowed to interact with

the schooldog theschooldogwhenshe

isonawalk is onawalk unless

permission is given

Visits to - If the school The school dog will initially | Medium Careful
classroom dog visits a only make classroomvisits consideration

class and the with Mrs Halling will be given to

childrendonot Thechildreninclassrooms when the school

follow the will follow the agreed dog can visit

correct procedure or interaction classrooms and

procedure will stop be under the

she may control of the

become over classteacheror

excited teaching partner
Being fed - Ifachildtries No child will be allowed in | Low Reminderstothe
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to interact the school dog’s contained children feeding
when the area when she is eating the schooldogto
school dog is Children may prepare the not interact
eating she food for the school dog whensheis
may respond (washing their hands eating
aggressively afterwards)
All feeding willbe
supervised
School events If the school The schooldogwillonly Low Monitor the
dog is attend school events if school dogs
overwhelmed they are appropriateand reaction to
she may she will be under the school events
become control of asupervising If the school
aggressiveor adult events are too
boisterous overwhelming
the school dog
might not attend
school onthat
day
Other dogs (on If the school No other dogs will be Low Monitor the
and off site) dog encounters allowed on the school school dogs
anotherdog premises reaction when
dhe may Atno time will the school out walking
become dogbewalked by achild
boisterous andasaresultifanother

dog is seen this will be
dealt with bythe
supervising adult
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